Draft

Fort Hunter Liggett

Special Resource Study & Environmental Assessment

June 2004

Monterey County, California

Produced by the Pacific West Regional Office
Park Planning and Environmental Compliance
National Park Service
Oakland, California

U.S. Department of the Interior
Washington, DC

Top, left to right: Milpitas Hacienda, NPS photo; Tule elk, NPS photo; Milpitas Hacienda, NPS photo; tidytips, Brenda Tharp photo
Below: Oak, Brenda Tharp photo



The Milpitas Hacienda in 1929. Julia Morgan Collection, Special
Collections, California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo

*photo available in printed report




EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

PART 1. SPECIAL RESOURCE STUDY

Background and Study Process

BACKGROUND
STubY PROCESS

Resource Description

LOCATION AND SETTING
OWNERSHIP AND CURRENT USES

BRAC EXCESS PROPERTY INVENTORY AND ASSESSMENT

CULTURAL RESOURCES
NATURAL RESOURCES
VISUAL RESOURCES

Significance
INTRODUCTION

SUMMARY OF NATIONALLY SIGNIFICANT CULTURAL
Resources WITHIN FORT HUNTER LIGGETT

SUMMARY OF NATIONALLY SIGNIFICANT NATURAL
Resources WITHIN FORT HUNTER LIGGETT

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE THEMES

NATIONALLY SIGNIFICANT CULTURAL RESOURCES
NATIONALLY SIGNIFICANT NATURAL RESOURCES
STATE AND LOCAL RESOURCE SIGNIFICANCE
SUMMARY

Suitability

INTRODUCTION

ADEQUACY OF REPRESENTATION OF THEMES
CULTURAL THEMES

NATURAL HISTORY THEMES

SUMMARY

Feasibility

INTRODUCTION

FeasBILITY - BRAC EXCESS PROPERTY
FEASIBILITY - FORT HUNTER LIGGETT STUDY AREA
SUMMARY

Management Options

INTRODUCTION
MANAGEMENT OPTIONS UNDER CONSIDERATION

MANAGEMENT OPTIONS NO LONGER UNDER
CONSIDERATION

SUMMARY

Alternatives

INTRODUCTION
ALTERNATIVE A: NO ACTION

ALTERNATIVE B: ADDITION TO HEARST SAN SIMEON STATE

12

12
13

18

18
18
20
24
36
48

56
56

57

58
59
60
68
72
72

74

74
74
74
84
88

92

92
92
99
104

106

106
106

106
107

110

110
111

HISTORICAL MONUMENT AND DESIGNATION AS AN
AFFILIATED AREA OF THE NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM. 113

PART 2. ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Purpose and Need 122
Affected Environment 124
CULTURAL RESOURCES 124
VISUAL RESOURCES 126
PusLIC USE AND ENJOYMENT 126
TRAFFIC AND CIRCULATION 128
AR QUALITY 128
Noise 129
HAZARDOUS AND TOXIC MATERIALS 130
UNEXPLODED ORDNANCE (UXO) 130
PuBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY 130
REGIONAL ECONOMY 133
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 134
Environmental Consequences 136
METHODOLOGY FOR ANALYZING CONSEQUENCES 136
SUMMARY OF ALTERNATIVES 136
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT TOPICS 137
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OF ALTERNATIVE A:

No-AcTION 139

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OF ALTERNATIVE B: AN
ADDITION TO HEARST SAN SIMEON STATE HISTORICAL
IMONUMENT AND DESIGNATION AS AN AFFILIATED AREA OF

THE NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM 141
CONCLUSIONS 150
Consultation and Coordination 154
PusLIC INVOLVEMENT 154
AGENCY CONSULTATION 154
NATIVE AMERICAN CONSULTATION 155
OTHER CONSULTATION 155
LisT oF AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATIONS TO WHOM COPIES

OF THE DRAFT STuDY REPORT ARE BEING SENT 155

Riparian area, NPS photo

Draft Fort Hunter Liggett Special Resource Study & Environmental Assessment



Figures Tables

1. REGIONAL LOCATION MAP 158 1: BRAC PROPERTY PROPOSED FOR TRANSFER 20
2. STuDY AREA 159 2: DOCUMENTED CULTURAL RESOURCES WITHIN THE
3. Excess BRAC PROPERTY PROPOSED FOR TRANSFER TO NORTHERN CANTONMENT AND JOLON AREAS 35
NPS — DetalL 1 160 3: VEGETATION COMMUNITIES ON FORT HUNTER LIGGETT 40
4. Excess BRAC PROPERTY PROPOSED FOR TRANSFER TO 4: FEDERALLY AND STATE LISTED THREATENED AND
NPS — DeTALL 2 161 ENDANGERED SPECIES THAT MAY OCCUR ON FORT
5. GIL ADOBE SITE PLAN 162 HUNTER LIGGETT 49
6. GIL ADOBE FLOOR PLAN AND EXISTING CONDITIONS 163 5: OTHER SPECIAL INTEREST PLANT SPECIES DOCUMENTED
7. CULTURAL RESOURCES 164 ON FoRT HUNTER LIGGETT o1
8. THE HACIENDA, FIRST FLOOR 165 6: OTHER SPECIAL STATUS WILDLIFE SPECIES THAT OCCUR
ON FORT HUNTER LIGGETT 54
9. THE HACIENDA, SECOND AND THIRD FLOORS 166
10A. TOPOGRAPHY AND DRAINAGE 167 7: LARGEST PuBLIC LAND AREAS CONTAINING VALLEY
OAK HABITAT IN CALIFORNIA 85
108. GeoLocy 168 8: VALLEY OAK HABITAT IN CALIFORNIA 85
11. Hagrrar Types 169 9: ComPARISON OF OAK WOODLAND AND SAVANNA AT
12. AurernaTiVE A: No ACTION — DETAL 1 170 FORT HUNTER LIGGETT WITH REPRESENTATION IN THE
13. ALTERNATIVE A: NO ACTION — DETAIL 2 171 NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM 86
14. ALTERNATIVE B: ADDITION TO HEARST SAN SIMEON 10: SUITABILITY ANALYSIS 89
STATE HISTORICAL MONUMENT AS AN AFFILIATED AREA 11: NATIONAL HisTORIC SITE ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGETS 96
OF THE NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM — DETAL 1 172 12: NATIONAL PARK UNIT ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGETS 102
15. ALTERNATIVE B: ADDITION TO HEARST SAN SIMEON 13. FEASIBILITY DETERMINATION SUMMARY 102
STATE HISTORICAL MONUMENT AS AN AFFILIATED AREA
OF THE NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM — DETALL 2 173 14: ALTERNATIVE B IMPLEMENTATION COSTS 118
15: JAVELIN COURT AREA — COSTS AND REVENUES 120
16: SUMMARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES 147
Appendices 176
A. STUDY AUTHORIZATION 176
B. New AREA STUDIES ACT 177
C. NPS MANAGEMENT PoLicies, 2001 (SecTions 1.2
AND 1.3) 180
D. NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK CRITERIA 182
E: ARMY MoDIFICATIONS TO BRAC EXCESS PROPERTY
LISTING AT FORT HUNTER LIGGETT 184

F: SUMMARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR THE
DisposAL AND Reuse oF THE BRAC PROPERTY AT FORT

HUNTER LIGGETT, CALIFORNIA 185
G: LETTERS OF SUPPORT FROM RESOURCE EXPERTS 191
H: SumMARY oF PusLic COMMENTS 200
Abbreviations and Acronyms 202
Glossary 203
References 206
Study Team and Contributors 213

National Park Service



